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ensemb e experience bes des those In the region's
schoo s.

Newcast e Conservator um (part of the Univers ty
of Newcastle) runs a Comrnun ty N/lus c Program
which ncludes private tuition as wel as a variety of
ensernbles. have been a Commun iy Cel o Teach-^r
here for the ast ten years and am also a d rector
and tutor for The Conservator urn Strlng Ensemble
Program, which was we establshed pror to rny
arrival n Ne\ /castle.

At present there are three str ng ensembles
Jun ors, Intermediates and Seniors - that meet once
a week for 90 mrnutes. The prograrn s a med at

schoo -age ch! dren but a so ncludes some terliary
students who attend for performance and teach ng

exper ence. These three ensembles give a concert ai
.i e end o[ eac h n 1e \,\ eel. [e n
Students are auditioned at the beginn ng of eacl.r
year to g ve them a performance exper ence as \.,,,€

as to allocate them to the most su table ensemb e.

The s ze, age groups and evel of p aying of these
groups vary from time to t me. At present, the gr.,L.
are re at ve y smal , wh ch has the advantage or b: -:
able to g ve students persona attent on but m t: :-=
repedolre wh ch they can play. Th s year, each cf:':

Julie Bevan conducling the Juniat archestta
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groups has fluctuated between around six to fifteen
players. Spofting activities like soccer are often a
priority for young students and can affect attendance
so ensemble directors need to be flexible in adjusting
repeftoire for the season.

The Juniors program at Newcastle Conservatorium
is currently directed by Anthea Wikstrom who takes
an energetic and holistic approach to her group.
With skills in improvisation, Anthea incorporates this
creative approach in deveToping rhythmic and tonal
skills in her group. Students in this group are aged
6-10 years and are at AMEB Preliminary to Grade
2 leve . Anthea believes that ensembles are equally
as important as private tuition, that in ensembles
students should have fun, make friends, learn
to listen and sight-read. She commented on the
importance of teachers having a flexible approach
and an openness to continuing to lmrn. Her
philosophy is stated thus: 'We have io teach children
the beauty of music and how it mnnecis wiih other
souls. Music is one of the most beauiiful experiences
and languagqs ever created and, as educaiors with
great diligence and paibrce, we must continue
teaching ihis greai art iorm io iile next generation . '

In 2020, Anthea tnpes io iiake tlle Nevt/casfle
Conservaioriurn erisen{Ces into retircrnent villages
and nursing horrEs io bi.lg ily to senior members of
the cornmuitv.
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beginners' group w i comTnence nexi _\,eaT a'r- :
celo tutor wrth these two groups and a s. aa^!-tc.
them from time to t me.

The Sen or String Ensemb e at the Conser,,ato. -r'-r
s directed by O ena Zaporezhets. Entry to tl.r s

ensemble is by audit on w th a rninirnurn evel of
AMEB Grade 7 B. good srght-read ng ab ty and
orchestral experence. Students must be ln Year 7 or
o der to be elgible for thls group Th s is a sma but
very advanced group wh ch performed a po ished
and mus ca rend t on of E gar's Serenade for Str ngs.
Op. 20, at the r 2019 end of year conceft. O ena
does not conduct thrs group - she has deve oped
the r f ne ensernb e ski ls where p ayers I sten and
watch wh e be ng ed by the r concertmaster.

At the final Commun ty Stflngs concefi n 2019,
the Un versrty of Newcastle Orchestra also made
an appearance performrng l\/lozart's Symphony no.
40. The Univers ty of Newcastle Orchestra rs for
mus cians I6 years and over. Some rnembers of the
Sen or Ensemb e paftic pated with th s group.

Another floursh ng strng ensernble program n the
reg on s Newcast e Str ngs. Th s organisation s led
by Dr Dav d Banney, a conductor, composer and
v o in st/vio ist ln addrtron to prov ding one-to-one
tu t on, this organisat on prov des a str ng ensemb e
program with the stated ethos: 'We be eve that
rnusic education is enriched by the sense of

community and strong friendsh ps that are forrned in

ensembe p ay ng.'

Dav d Banney has promoted and organ sed the
teaching of Co ourstr ngs n Austra ia, includ ng
vis ts by its founders, Csaba and G6za Sz lvay. The
nfluence of th s ph losophy can be found in David's
compositions and arrangements for string ensemb e,

des gned to conso idate basic sk I s using folk mus c,
fam iar tunes and rhythmic patterns. One examp e of
th s is his 'Trgers & Teapots' for wh ch CD and sheet
music are ava lable, recorded by Waratah Glrls Choir
and Christ Chrrrch Oamerata.

Newcastle Str ngs s current y offer ng three eve s of
ensemble Jun or lntermed ate and Sen ors \,./ th a
str ng quartet emerging from the r Sen or group Thelr
2019 end-otyear conced featured arrangements of
we I known composers such as Hande, Mozarl and
Blzet. The r ch tone and musical ty of these groups
were evident w th sk I ed freedom of the bow, good
p tch and I sten ng sk ls.

Str fg students can sometrmes be found ln both the
Cofservatorium Ensemb es and Newcast e Str ngs.
Due to sporting comm trnents and other persona
preferences, students somet rnes swap between the
groups. The advantage of th s flex biity s n learning
different ski s from d fferent teachers and mak ng
new fnendships.
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Dr David Banney canductilg Senior Archestra

Another group contribut ng to str ng educat on is the
Newcast e Suzuki V ol n Studio d rected by N cole
Cox She teaches more than 60 vol n stLrdents from
the age of three. They ho d an annual fundra sing
concert for John Hunter Ch ldren's Hospitai. Th s
year, the r group sess ons ensemb e ski ls have
ga ned a boost frorn the professiona conducting of
Dr an Cook.

W th the basic ensemb e ski ls tra n ng provided by
these three groups, str ng students are then we I

equ pped to move on to more advanced and rn xed
nstrumental groups. Hav ng strrng-ofly groups n

the beg nner stages a ows for strlng-fr endLy keys
and a focus on str ng techn que but playing n a fu

orchestra is exc ting. Thus, the Newcastle Youth
Orchestra (NYO) was establ shed n 2013 by Jack
Machin. Newcast e Youth Orchestra is an auditioned
ensemble for music ans aged 1 4-25. An offshoot is

the Newcast e Youth Chamber Ensemb e for those
aged I5-25 years and the program is fed by a
W nd Orohestra and NYO K ds. a m xed ensemble
conducted by Rodney Wikstrom for those aged
I 0-15. NYO was formed 'to motivate and nspire
emerg ng young pedormers through a diverse and
cha leng ng repedo re of orchestra music. NYO a rns

to provide the h ghest qua ty muslc educat on and
tra n ng ln a st mu ating and rewarding environTnent.'

]n the r final 20'l I concert conducted by Dr lan Cook,
the Newcast e Youth Orchestra co laborated w th the
A'.,onda e String Orchestra (d rected by Dr Sohyun
Eastham). Th s was the f rst year for this co aborat on

and the resu t was a fine concert wh ch nc uded an

exc t ng rendlt on of Beethoven's Symphony no. 1 in

C Major. Th s was an exce ent cho ce of repertolre
for this young ensernb e, proven by its drsc pl ne,

mus ca ty, ovely phras ng and texture betweerl
nstrumental vo cings.

Th s co lallorat on betr,veen NYO and Avondale s

parl of a reg onal response by musicans to comb ne

resources for the performance of arger works.
Another examp e is the proposed col aboration for
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the Newcastle Music Festiwl in Augnst 2020 to
perform Mahler's Symphony no. 1 . This performance
will include the Christ Church Cama"ata, l'{YO,
Newcastle Strings and Nev/castle Festival Strings
(comprised of community msnbers) joining in the
final concert of the Annual Newcastle Music Festival,

The Christ Church Camerata was formed in
2009 under the direction of David Banney. Based
at Newcastle's Chrisi Church Cathedral, this
ensemble has been described as the region's
most exciting chamber ensemble. With a core of
fine string players, this group presents an annual
subscription conceft series featuring a variety of
string orchestra repertoire, often including nationally
and internationally known soloists. I am a member
of the Camerata and am exched that they are now
offering a cadetship program for outstanding young
string players. This gives these young players the
opporlunity to play alongside Camemta members,
thus gaining skills and experience.

Another opportunity for siring players with a
minimum of Grade 8 achievement has been
the annual performance of the Lake Macquarie
Philharmonic Orchestra (LMPO) under the direction
of Chris Bearman. According to the organiser, Mercia
Buck OAM, the aim of LMPO is to hire professional
players. This year's concert featured Romantic ballet
music, a fantastic opportunity to play real repertoire
and a real work-out for these lucky young string
players.

Dr Anne Berry currenry teaches cdlo for the Newcastle
ConseNatoiumg Community Music Program. She peiorms
regularly and is a membs of Na castleb Christ Church
Camerata. ln Quelsland, Anne was an AMEB Examiner from
1999 2OO9 and was awarM hs mD Music Educatian and
Pedagogy) from Tf]P- Univasity of Qu@lsland in 2007.


